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HAKWOOD DECADE CANDLE 

 

As a celebration to honour both Hakwood and CDW’s respective birthdays, the Candle highlighted landmark 

achievements and key people leading to this anniversary year. 

 

The interactive Candle installation, designed by Shape London, consisted of 4 facades each boasting 40 

movable pieces topped by an illuminated “flame”. With birthday party games as inspiration, the Candle 

encouraged viewers to engage, play and enjoy.  

 

   

THE DESIGN BY SHAPE LONDON 

 

The installation acted as a beacon for CDW and therefore it was illuminated both during the day and at twilight. 

This was achieved by using materials to reflect the light during the day and by using LEDs to give off light during 

the night. Perspex mirrors could be rotated to transform the entire candle into a reflective column, 

simultaneously dazzling St John’s Gate with light and also blending into its surroundings.  

At night, the mirrors maximised the internal LED lighting, creating a light show when in use, whilst the diffused 

glow of the backlit “flame” top guided pedestrians around Clerkenwell Design Week and reminisced of the 

traditional lit candle. 

The public were encouraged to interact with the candle by swivelling the tiles and in doing so changing the 

dynamic and aesthetic of the candle. An element of fun was also incorporated with a game of pairs built into the 

installation. Each movable tile had a different material on each face to give an ever-changing aesthetic. The use 

of timber on one face, with Hakwood staff members overlaid, created the game of pairs, whilst the other side, 

the mirror, allowed the user to become part of the installation, and by extension, into the Hakwood team.  
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HAKWOOD  

 

Celebrating their 40th year, Hakwood honours the people and achievements that make this strong history 

possible throughout 2019. Founders Giijs Hak & Barand Hak began working with softwood in the 70’s.  

 

Expanding their product offering to construction posts for the exacting high standards of the Japanese market, 

they perfected their laminating skills. Moving to European oak hardwood and other wood species, Hakwood used 

their engineering know-how to produce DuoPlank®- todays standard in wide width, long length, engineered 

hardwood flooring.  

 

Originally called “Magic Floor”, the Hakwood DuoPlank was an instant success by providing the same large scale 

European format of flooring in a dimensionally stable platform. Mark Hak and Robert Hak grew Hakwood’s 

export of flooring to over 40 countries by 2010 and topped 60 countries by 2018. To meet the needs of top 

designers and architects worldwide, Hakwood added a lab to create specialty colour and texture treatments for 

their DuoPlank in plank, chevron, herringbone and tiles.  

 

 

 

HAKWOOD HISTORY AT CDW 

 

In a setting near St. John’s Gate, Hakwood returned to the location where they began their history with 

Clerkenwell 4 years ago with the “HakFolly” installation under the arch. Collaborating with FleaFolly Architects in 

2016, an astounding 4.5m high stacked sculpture was created in the archway of St. John’s Gate. 

 

For 2017, Hakwood and designer Sally Hogarth created “Double Vision”, a 4m high structural installation of 

recursive patterns, nestled within the historic Clerkenwell Close. 

 

“Behind Closed Doors” was the most collaborative installation to date. Paired with Shape London in 2018, the 

visionary design of a miniature street-scape included miniature rooms designed and executed by Shape’s 

Dragon Fly Place Collective. 

 

2019 brings us full circle with celebrating the passage of time and marking the years with “The Beauty of 40” 

Decade Candle, also designed by Shape London. The core of the structure had an LED lighting column running 

through it. This coupled with the ever-changing faces and reflective tiles made it stand out within its 

surroundings. The top of the candle acted as a beacon and symbolised a “flame” with a backlit top creating a 

diffused white glow, inscribed with a metal detailed 40, signifying Hakwood’s 40th Birthday. 
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VISIT, ENGAGE, ENJOY 

 

Hakwood is excited to share our celebration and valued the opportunity to be part of CDW2019! 

 

 

 

About Hakwood 

 

Hakwood is a global leader in the design and manufacture of top quality wood flooring and tiles. Working closely 

with architects and designers worldwide, Hakwood specializes in creating bespoke wood solutions. Our passion 

for excellence, innovation and service shows in each and every product we make.  

 

A family owned Dutch company, Hakwood celebrates its 40th anniversary of expertly manufacturing hardwood. 

The Hakwood brand offers an extensive portfolio of reference projects across 60 countries in all market sectors; 

residential, commercial, hospitality and retail. 

 

When you combine our wood flooring & tiles with your inspiration, the possibilities are endless. 

 

www.hakwood.com 

 

 

 

About Shape 

Shape designs, manufactures and installs beautiful joinery as unique as you are.  

Our love for creativity, design and true craftsmanship is instilled in everything we do; from developing an initial 

concept, to hand-finishing a dovetail joint. We see every new commission as a unique opportunity to create 

something entirely new, offering a truly bespoke, concept-to-completion service, that is tailored to reflect the 

personality, lifestyle and unique characteristics of our clients.  

 

As Shape is architect led, we understand the value of good design and are guided by an inherent desire to create 

spaces that empower and inspire the end user. We offer a sensitive and enthusiastic design approach, always 

looking to extract and uncover the unique opportunities within the brief, to create designs that are not only 

functional but also beautiful. Utilising the latest technologies and digital fabrication techniques, combined with 

traditional craftsmanship, we have the ability to deliver a service and product that exceeds the expectations of 

our clients, both homeowners and industry professionals alike. 

 

www.shapelondon.co 
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Cherrill Scheer & Associates 
Hille House | 132 St Albans Road | Watford, Herts | WD24 4AE 
T:  00 44 1923 242769  
E: csa@hillehouse.co.uk 

http://www.hakwood.com/
http://www.shapelondon.co/

