
 

PRESS RELEASE 

The Furniture Makers’ Company announces Design Guild Mark 2019 holders 

The Design Guild Mark is awarded by The Furniture Makers’ Company, the City of London livery 

company and charity for the furnishing industry, in order to drive excellence and raise the profile 

of British design and innovation.  

 

Now in its eleventh year, the Mark recognises the highest standards in the design of furnishings 

in volume production by the finest designers working in Britain, or British designers working 

abroad. 

 

22 designs from the Furniture and 2D categories, representing the domestic and contract 

markets, have been awarded the prestigious Design Guild Mark in 2019. 

 

Rodney McMahon, chairman of the Design Guild Mark, commented: 

“The variety and quality of designs applying for the Design Guild Mark always makes for an 

interesting judging day and, this year, we were pleased to meet many new designers and 

companies willing to put themselves forward.  The insights of our judges, and the challenging 

questions that they pose, ensure that the award of a Design Guild Mark is something to which to 

aspire.” 

 

The 2019 Design Guild Mark recipients are as follows: 

 

FURNITURE 

 

Ori Guest Bed 

Designed by Catherine Aitken and manufactured by Another Country  DGM 212 

 

Oran 

Designed by Mark Gabbertas for Allermuir      DGM 213 

 

William Lounge Chair and Ottoman 

Designed by Mark Gabbertas for Gloster Furniture     DGM 214 

 

Oxbow Lounge Chair 

Designed by Namon Gaston & Peter Holmes for Namon Gaston & Peter Holmes DGM 215 

 

BOB 

Designed by Paul Kelley for Bisley       DGM 216 

 

Panel 

Designed by Lucy Kurrein for Capdell      DGM 217 



 

 

Rock 

Designed by Yorgo Lykouria for Allsteel      DGM 218 

 

Isla 

Designed by Tom Potts for Lyndon                   DGM 219 

 

Barrel 

Designed by Philippe Malouin for SCP      DGM 220 

 

Bure Collection 

Designed by Steven Owens for &Bespoke      DGM 221 

 

Newson Aluminum Chair 

Designed by Marc Newson for Knoll International     DGM 222 

 

Object Collection 

Designed by Jonathan Prestwich for OPM Furniture     DGM 223 

 

S-Range Dining Chair 

Designed by John and Sylvia Reid for Nathan Furniture    DGM 224 

 

WW Armchair CS3 

Designed by Alejandro Villarreal for Hayche      DGM 225 

 

Latis Collection 

Designed by Samuel Wilkinson for The Conran Shop    DGM 226 

 

 

2D 

 

Mosaico 

Designed by Another Brand for Another Brand in Partnership with Qualita Ltd. DGM 227 

 

Aalya 

Designed by Gary Bridge for Axminster Carpets     DGM 228 

 

Corian® Solid Surface with Resilience Technology™      

Designed by CD (UK) Ltd for CD (UK) Ltd      DGM 229 

 

That’s Caffeine 

Designed by Atticus Durnell for Atticus Durnell     DGM 230 

 

Artistic Liberties 

Designed by Claire Kimble and Helen Lloyd for Milliken    DGM 231 

 

Quirky B, Alternative Flooring with Liberty Fabrics 

Designed by Liberty Fabrics with Alternative Flooring for Alternative Flooring DGM 232 

 

Igneous 

Designed by Nathan Philpott and Jemma Ooi for Custhom Design Ltd  DGM 233 

 

 



 

The Design Guild Mark is judged by a panel of leading industry professionals. Each member of 

the panel is from the furniture, hospitality, commercial, retail, or media industry. Judges must 

ensure that each submission meets the criteria of excellence in design, materials, manufacture, 

and function. 

Chaired by Rodney McMahon, this year’s eminent judging panel were: 

FURNITURE 

Simon Alderson – twentytwentyone  Jeremy Myerson – Royal College of Art             

Helen Berresford – ID:SR   Tom Pearce – Farrah & Pearce  

Joanna Biggs – GA Design   Campbell Thompson – The Conran Shop 

Elliott Koehler – Layer Design   Terence Woodgate – Terence Woodgate 

 

2D 

Linzi Coppick - Forme UK Design and Architecture  

Daniel Hopwood - Daniel Hopwood: London Interior Design & Architecture 

Clare Johnston - Royal College of Art 

Natasha Marshall - Natasha Marshall Limited 

Corinne Pringle - tp bennett         

Peter Thwaites - Rapture and Wright 

 

All judges with an interest in an entry stood aside when that entry was being considered. 

Comments from the judging panel: 

FURNITURE 

Simon Alderson, co-founder of twentytwentyone:  

"The shortlist for the 2019 Design Guild Mark provided a diverse approach to materials, process 

and form. Creativity was consistent throughout and it was inspiring to hear from the designers 

directly. There were several clear winners and those that warranted healthy debate amongst the 

judges to gain consensus. Such is the strength of the Design Guild Mark; to ensure a wealth of 

design excellence is recognised.” 

 

 

 



 

Helen Berresford RIBA, Head of ID:SR 

“The diversity of entrants shone through, with a wonderful eclecticism in craft, materials and 

manufacturing processes on show as well as approach to ecological responsibility. As the world 

of work, life and play blurs, so did the ideas of the entrants, with many pieces adaptable enough 

to be useful in many different contexts without compromising their purposefulness, design 

quality, or indeed their commitment to pushing the wellness agenda forward.” 

 

Joanna Biggs, director at GA Design: 

"This years’ winners provided a refreshing mix of clever ideas, beautifully crafted details and 

creative solutions on how to live, work and relax. It’s always a pleasure to be involved in the 

process and I hope the results will inspire more unique and innovative entries next year.” 

 

Elliott Koehler, designer at Layer Design 

“It was a fantastic opportunity to see some of the best design work coming out of the UK, and to 

hone in on the fine details of some really good work from 2018. The diversity of the projects was 

refreshing and the crafted skills of the selected work really sparked some good discussions 

within the judging panel. The Design Guild Mark is an honour to win and the selected designs will 

really live it to this highly regarded award and will no doubt stand the test of time as design 

classics. It was a real privilege to be part of the Design Guild Mark judging day.” 

 

Jeremy Myerson, professor of design at the Royal College of Art 

“The Design Guild Mark remains the gold standard in design excellence for manufactured 

furniture. This year the accent was on simplicity, authenticity, finesse and fitness for purpose.” 

 

Tom Pearce, co-founder of Farrah & Pearce 

“Celebrating and awarding British design talent is a pleasure but made even more rewarding 

when so many of this year’s entries have made a considered effort to reduce their impact on our 

environment. From the use of sustainable organic material to carefully sourced non-toxic wood 

glues – it’s an inspiring time for change and fascinating to see a more ecological approach to 

furniture design.” 

 

Campbell Thompson, head of furniture and lighting, The Conran Shop: 

"The submissions this year were of a really high calibre and it was pleasing to see innovative 

thinking and skill of manufacture in all of the winning entries.  The Design Guild Mark is a great 

way to recognise the talent and hard work of designers working in the UK and it was a pleasure 

to see designers and manufacturers present the concepts and processes involved in their work.” 



 

Terence Woodgate, founder of Terence Woodgate:  

“The designs were a pleasure to judge with the work presented being diverse in form and 

function. There were some exceptional designs, well considered and executed. Design for me is 

a mix of art and technology and we certainly experienced designs at both ends of the spectrum.”  

 

2D 

Linzi Coppick, design director of Forme UK Design and Architecture 

“Such an array of innovative ideas and products. Some quite diverse and unexpected but all 

worthy recipients of the Guild Mark.” 

 

Daniel Hopwood, director of Daniel Hopwood: London Interior Design & Architecture 

"We all know that lovely quote by William Morris ‘Have nothing in your house that you do not 

know to be useful, or believe to be beautiful.’  In the light of this modern age may I add to the 

quote ‘and definitely sustainable’ as all of the products that have been awarded the prestigious 

Design Guild Mark meet all three of those criteria." 

 

Clare Johnston, Emeritus Professor at the Royal College of Art and Textile Designer for Fashion 

and Interiors 

“This year the judging panel were presented with a fascinating and diverse range of new 

materials and products for interiors, presented clearly and with passion by their designers or 

makers, giving rise to lively discussion and careful consideration as to which best met the 

awards criteria. It is an inspiring and enjoyable event from which we all learn and benefit.” 

 

Natasha Marshall, designer and founder of Natasha Marshall Limited 

“I was so proud to be involved for the second year of judging the 2D Design Guild Mark - a day 

viewing such a diverse range of British designed 2D products designed for volume production, 

many of which were being produced in the UK. It was a great chance for the designer to be 

brought to the forefront, and for us to meet them and discuss their design processes and 

reasoning - a real joy. It was so encouraging to see that the winners this year have sustainability 

in the forefront of their minds during their design process.” 

 

Corinne Pringle, director at tp bennett 

“The Design Guild Mark offers a fabulous opportunity for designers to showcase their creative 

thought process which goes into any product.  Working collaboratively with other specialists in 

the development of their ideas to bring together a marketable solution within their industry is 



 

often a challenge!  The Design Guild Mark recognises the importance of creativity and 

development of solutions in new ideas.” 

 

Peter Thwaites, design director for Rapture and Wright 

“The 2D category of the Design Guild Mark covers an enormously wide scope and it is always 

fascinating to see the increasing breadth of companies and disciplines that submit entries. In all 

cases, the judges would rather be guided through the failures and triumphs of the design journey 

by those that wrung a solution from adversity, than presented with a finished product by those 

employed to sell it. As with last year's awards, the entries that impressed the judges most, were 

those that managed to combine innovation and original thinking with an environmental and 

ethical consideration. Moreover, good design should both excite us as fellow designers and 

consumers and have the integrity to move us as humans.” 

 

Ends. 

 

[May 2019] 

 

For further information on the Design Guild Mark, to interview judges or designers, or for high resolution 

images, digital logos, etc. please contact: 

 

Cherrill Scheer & Associates 

Hille House 

132 St Albans Road 

Watford 

Herts WD24 4AE 

Tel: 01923 242769 

Fax: 01923 228110 

csa@hillehouse.co.uk 

 

 

Notes for Editors 

 

The Furniture Makers’ Company is the City of London livery company and charity for the furnishing 

industry. It champions excellence in design and manufacture, educates new talent for the future of the 

industry and supports those in need. 

 

The Design Guild Mark Committee would also like to extend its gratitude to the Carpenters’ Company for 

hosting the judging at Carpenters’ Hall. 

 

The Furniture Makers’ Company, Furniture Makers’ Hall, 12 Austin Friars, EC2N 2HE 

020 7256 5558 www.furnituremakers.org.uk 

 

guildmarks@furnituremakers.org.uk (The Coat of Arms, the ‘logo’, is available by e-mail in colour or 

greyscale and may be reproduced with permission) 

mailto:csa@hillehouse.co.uk
http://www.furnituremakers.org.uk/

